Prescribing Formulary Drug Safety
Hot Topics Updates Updates

To support timely access to essential prescribed medicines during the Covid-19 pandemic, a guide to medicines reuse for care homes ang
hospices has been published by DHSC. This should only be used as a last resort where no other stocks of the medicine are available

and/or a suitable alternative can’t be sourced in an appropriate timeframe (as informed by the supplying pharmacy) and there is an
immediate patient need. The full guidance is available here

Reuse of medicines may be an option if the following criteria are met:-

e Consent must be documented from both the medicine donor and recipient to use a re-purposed medicine. (Ideally on admission)
® The medicine must be from an unopened/unadulterated sealed pack or blister strip.

e The medicine must be in date and have been stored in line with the manufacturer’s directions.

o The re-use of medicines must be under the supervision of a registered healthcare professional.

The flow chart below outlines the process to be followed. Standard operating procedures are available_here

Medicine Resident no 15 this rmadidns In
Dispensed for longer needs
Medicine
Resident (CH or medicine (e.g. wsoalad pack oF  [—60-14 Destroyed )
Hospice) death)
Medicine Suitable for Reuse YES
| Factors to inform a decision to reuse another patient or residents
' medicine (Refer to Table 1A)
| @ Is the medicine in an unopened pack or blister that has not
been tampered with? Not
‘e Isitin date? —NO—4 suitable
|« Has it been stored appropriately (induding fridge items)? for reuse
* Is the medicine a licenced medicine that has either been
prescribed by a registered healthcare professional with
prescribing rights or bought “‘over the counter’?
YES
Is the medication from a patient with COVID19 symptoms or
diagnosis
YES
Quarantine medicines \
Store in locked cupboard /

o 4‘ INVOLVE PATIENTS/FAMII.»Y Patient or next of
} kin unhappy for
| Seek consent from patient (originally prescribed medicine to be
’ medicine) or next of kin, if possible 3 reused or
‘ Patient or family
| Inform patient, carer, next of kin that a ‘returmed unhappy about
‘ medicine’ is being used reusing medicine

-Add Entry in CD‘register ifSch 2 3 - £ ijdate LOG B

cp roez'ng:;f'eaeo CD register if Sch 2 CD

Add Entry in Reused Medicines (Refer to P ses 1o Update ‘Reused

LOG s) Medicines’ Log

e Date L= 18 | e Date

e Original owner I* ‘O advl:::r?:."d | e Patient’s Name

* Medicine details (generic § i ) e Dose and Quantity

name, strength, formulation, - Aspupescr :AtAR oF SMAR used
expiry) ot e Reason for reusing
- Quantity 3 -,Kiep records

Pharmacovigilence
* Report all adverse events and problems to CCG, COVID19 Trimverate

* Report clinical adverse via Yellow Card Scheme (note that medicine was reused)
e Log all errors via NRLS or equivalent

For further information, please contact the Medicines Management Teams on 01282 644801 (EL CCG) or 01254 282087 (BwD CCG)

www.elmmib.nhs.uk
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