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Direct-acting oral anticoagulants (DOACs)  
Reminder of dose adjustments in patients with renal impairment 

 

Exposure to DOACs is increased in patients with renal impairment and it is therefore important that patients 
receive an appropriate dose adjusted for renal function.  
 

Renal function in adults should be assessed by calculating creatinine clearance (CrCl) using the Cockcroft-Gault 
formula. See BNF resources on Prescribing in renal impairment. Patients with renal impairment should be 
reviewed regularly to ensure ongoing efficacy and safety, with dosing adjusted as required.  
 

Recommendations for use of DOACs in patients with renal impairment were published in the June 2020 issue of 
Drug Safety Update. Following queries from healthcare professionals, the MHRA has updated the table below for 
adults, which provides further clarity on dose adjustment in various indications and in patients with different 
severities of renal impairment. 
 

 
 

 

Advice for healthcare professionals: 
• ensure all patients with renal impairment receive an appropriate DOAC dose and monitor renal function during 

treatment to ensure dose remains appropriate  
• report suspected adverse drug reactions associated with DOACs on a Yellow Card, including thromboembolic 

or haemorrhagic events  
• all patients with renal impairment who are taking DOACs will be reviewed regularly to make sure they are taking 

the correct dose  

Ref: Drug Safety Update volume 16 issue 9 May 2023   www.elmmb.nhs.uk 
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https://www.gov.uk/drug-safety-update/direct-acting-oral-anticoagulants-doacs-reminder-of-bleeding-risk-including-availability-of-reversal-agents
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